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your
diary for the 
Summer
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www.beebasic.co.uk
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www.beewear.co.uk


SPRING,SPRING,SPRING
Gardeners everywhere are beginning to see

the green shoots of their labour emerge as the days start to grow longer and none more so than those working the
allotments at Richmond Street, Stoke.

B
ut also we at North Staffs Beekeepers have cause to be pleased as we see the Association apiary at Richmond
Street finally establishing itself too .
There is one colony on there at the moment, but they're doing well. Coorganisers Debbie
Nelson and Rachael Lewis have been very busy, sorting out the shed and getting things ready
for the season.
Regular meetings are on Sundays at 3pm, and you can sign up for the Meet Up here:
http://www.meetup.com/stokeapiary/
It promises to be a really nice group, and we have use of the lovely allotment hut (especially
welcome on wet days) and we've also got a camper stove there for a brew and a chat afterwards.
Any queries please contact Debbie on debbie.mca@btinternet.com
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Wed 6th
May
2015
FMHST5
1QJ

John Charlton..Manchester and District BBKA
“Changes in Beekeeping”
John’s interest in bees goes back to a time when he made all his
own equipment including foundation and frames.
After studying Chemical Engineering and completing National Service (REME) he
increased to a maximum of 30 hives. He has served on the VBBA (BIBBA) committee
and also Cheshire BKA committee.
John took over as Hon. Microscopist for Manchester BKA some 20 years ago and in his
own words has not stopped learning. He runs a course of 7 Saturdays on microscopy
each year, found three new parasites but (curiously) cannot get anyone interested to
follow up his discovery. He is now down to 10 stocks but produces too much honey to
handle!

June

Apiary Meeting...Stoke Apiary Richmond Street, Off Honeywall, Stoke

Sat 4th
July
2015

Summer Social… Kindly Hosted by Melanie Bishop
“Park House”
Newcastle Road
Little Madeley
Crewe
CW3 9JT
The driveway is on the A525 Newcastle Road 50yds west of the M6 bridge. Enter
between the white railings, parking is available at the rear.
Pat Twigg will coordinate your offers of food if you contact her on
01630 673299.

ore detailed information on the talks is available on the website
m
FMH = The Friends Meeting House, Miller Street, Newcastle under Lyme ST5 1QJ
……………………
cut……………………………………………………………………………………………..cut…………………………………...

IMPROVE YOUR BEES BY RAISING YOUR OWN QUEENS A TWO DAY COURSE
The Bee Improvement and Bee Breeders' Association (BIBBA) will be running a small number of practical and

theoretical queen rearing courses during 2015. These will be aimed at beekeepers who wish to improve their bees
that show the characteristics of native bees, with emphasis on suitability to the environment, docility, calmness on
the comb, ease of management, good use of stores, etc.
The first courses to be arranged will be held at Glanyrafon, Corwen, LL21 0HA in North Wales on 14/15 and
16/17 May. The two day course including refreshments and buffet lunches is £75 for BIBBA members, £85 for non
members. Numbers will be limited.
Please contact Steve Rose steverose@bibba.com or see www.bibba.com for more details, other dates and
venues.

2





northstaffs beekeepers

PLANTS


FOR BEES and other POLLINATORS
W
hen it comes to planting flowers shrubs and trees in our gardens, balconies and in
the land around our towns and cities then it worth thinking whether our choices are
providing nectar and pollen as food for bees and other pollinators throughout the
year.
Examples set out in the Wildlife Trust information sheet are, “pussy willow primroses
and crocuses in spring, Lavenders, meadow cranesbill and ox-eye daisies in summer,
ivy and hebes in autumn, and mahonia shrubs and cyclamen in winter. “

The important principle is to plant a wide range of nectar / pollen producing plants that span the whole year.
Many plants such as Borage, Comfrey, Viper’s bugloss, and bird’s foot trefoil are favoured by bees. Take a look
at The Wildlife trust’s 
'
Planting for bees' guide
.

For further information on what to plant and when; look out for the Royal Horticultural Society’s 
‘Perfect for

Pollinators’ logo
at garden centers or suppliers. Try to select single flowers rather than double flowers that

produce little or no pollen or nectar.

Which plants and when?
The resources provided by flowering plants can be split into three key periods during the year. Getting the
timing right is crucial 
so that plants are in flower from February to October, with no gaps:
February/March to May:
When many insect pollinators are emerging from winter hibernation and
need access to energy resources (nectar) pretty quickly. Examples of good
plants for this period include goat and grey willows, pussy willow, dandelion,
blackthorn, hawthorn and some of the fruit trees like apples, pear and
plums. Garden plants include aubretia, wallflower, heathers, crocuses,
primroses and flowering currants 
(Ribes)

June to mid-July:
When most insect pollinators are on the wing and actively foraging for food and
fuel, including collecting pollen as a protein source to produce and feed the next
generation. There are many examples of good plants for this period with the
more common ones including ox-eye daisy, red and alsike clover, birds foot
trefoil, self-heal, knapweed, vetches, thyme, betony and brambles. White and red
deadnettles and thistles provide great natural resources. Poached egg plant,
foxglove, snapdragons, cornflowers, mallow, lavenders, meadow cranesbill and
honeysuckle represent just a few of the more commonly sown garden and border
species.
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End of July to October:
When insect pollinators are looking to build up their energy levels and
reserves before they head into hibernation over winter. There are
considerably fewer plants that produce these important hibernating
resources, but garden plants that do include Michaelmas daisy, late-flowering
hebes and asters, while common ivy is also a very important source. In
addition, several bumble bee species remain active during the winter
particularly in urban areas of south east England. Plants to provide resources for this period include cyclamen
and mahonia shrubs. Specific flowers are beneficial to pollinators of conservation importance. Good plants
include clovers, deadnettles, knapweeds, foxglove, comfrey, and birds foot trefoil.
Note: examples of pollinators of conservation importance in England (identified under the Natural
Environment and Rural Communities Act , 2006) include the brown-banded carder bee 
(Bombus humilis)
, the
short haired bumblebee
(Bombus subterraneus)
, the shrill carder bee 
(Bombus sylvarum)
, Marsh Fritillary
(Euphydryas aurinia) 
and the Cinnabar moth 
(Tyria jacobaeae)
.
Note: Government experts and a wide range of interested parties have helped to inform the development of
these actions and the supporting advice. It is intended as good practice advice and should not be regarded as
official guidance. The Bees’ Needs is hosted by The Wildlife Trusts on behalf of Defra in support of the emerging
National Pollinator Strategy. The Wildlife Trusts do not own or endorse any content other than as a contributing
stakeholder to the National Pollinator Strategy along with many other organisations and individuals.
Contact us at: 
pollinatorstrategy@defra.gsi.gov.uk
The above article is a summary of a leaflet issued by the Wildlife Trust. To view the full article visit
http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/Beesneeds/growmore
.
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A Beekeepers friend:
Thanks to Peter Graystone , Scholar and good friend of mine, who sent me the

following Old English Poem… 
Do you know someone who has something to offer?

Charm for a Swarm of Bees
. This Old
English charm exists in the
eleventhcentury manuscript MS41,
Corpus Christi College, Cambridge.
The charm is for use after the bees
have swarmed, to make them stay
near the hive and not fly away to the
woods. It is a mixture of prose and
verse. The prose tells the beekeeper
what to do, the verse gives the words
to be spoken by him. I have indented
the verse, to make it clearer. It follows
the regular AngloSaxon form: there
are four stresses to each line, and
there is alliteration along the line. I
mostly use the translation of Bill
Griffiths (1948–2007), a poet and
AngloSaxon scholar, who obtained a
Ph.D. in Old English from King's
College London in 1987, and
published a number of editions and
translations of Old English text
s.

The letters ð and þ, no longer used in English, both have the sound of 'th'. I like the description of the bees as
'victorywomen'!

note on 'stress':The stresses in the
poem are the accentuated syllables 
for example, in the phrase 'I catch it
under foot', the words 'catch' and 'foot'
have a greater stress than the other
three words. English is a stressed
language: we always stress some
words or syllables more than others.
Thus, the word 'together' has a stress
on the middle syllable.
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